
Day 5 

As an addendum to Saturday’s Day 4 recap, the Coaches were invited to attend and observe the U17 

Feyenoord Academy Team versus AZ Alkmaar.  The extremely talented Feyenoord Academy Team was a 

pleasure to watch as they boast 4 Dutch U17 National Players.  One of the players will be signing with 

the Manchester United Academy at the end of this season.   However, Alkmaar, named the number one 

Academy in Holland during this past season, came from being down 2-0 to tie the game 2-2.     

After a few discussions with the Feyenoord Academy staff regarding the game, the Coaches continued 

with the Dutch traditions by riding bicycles around the city of Rotterdam while waiting for the night’s 

professional game. 

The fun continued on Sunday morning with the coaches and players participating in the Fun Forrest.   

The three hour event was comprised of individual activities via ropes and/or zip lines at the Kralingse 

Bos park.   After a brief group tutorial from the zip line instructors, everyone was off to enjoy the 

adventure.  There were several different courses, each with a variety of activities.   The participants had 

the opportunity to work as a team as well as to overcome any individual fears/anxiety regarding heights.  

They gained a lot of confidence about their abilities outside of their comfort zone. 

After a quick trip back to the hotel for lunch, the group attended their third and final professional game 

at the Kyocera Stadion.   ADO Den Haag played host to FC Groningen.  In a very drab Eredivisie middle of 

the table match, FC Groningen scored late in the game.  ADO Den Haag rallied in the last 10 minutes 

with several shots, but was unable to even the score.   Even though the game was very cagey and both 

teams were playing not to lose, it was very interesting to see a difference in tactics as compared to the 

previous two games.   

According to Matt Vogel, Transylvania Head Coach and ODP Boys Assistant Coach, “The importance of 

youth development in the Dutch culture has become very apparent during our visit.   There is very little 

TV revenue for the clubs and it’s obvious that the number one priority is developing players.  If you look 

at Holland and how they’ve done, they have always done well and produced all of these world class 

players.  Look at the legends that have changed the game.  Barcelona has modeled their style after the 

Dutch National team.  Such a small country has had such a huge impact on the game.  They take more 

pride in developing players to do well on a world stage than their first team winning games.  The respect 

shown in Holland to the genius Johan Cruyff, who recently passed away, shows just how much impact he 

had upon the game.  It has truly been an educational experience for me.”     

After the game, it was back to business for the players.  Simon Bird led a light training session consisting 

of ball movement, dynamic stretching and individual skills for the boys.  Josh Hess led similar activities 

for the girls and finished with a game of handball.  Adrian Parrish pulled the goalkeepers for footwork 

activities.   

After dinner, the night ended with team meetings explaining expectations for tomorrow’s matches.  The 

players gathered their gear and then were off to bed.   

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


