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To My Fellow US Youth Soccer South Region Representatives: 
 
I am submitting this correspondence to you in my decision to run for the position of South Region 
Representative on the US Youth Soccer Board of Directors. 
 
Many of you know me and the work that I have done for the Florida Youth Soccer Association (FYSA), 
and for the last year and a half on the US Youth Soccer Board of Directors as the Member at Large, but 
for a few of you this may be the first time that we have communicated.   
 
My name is Marino Torrens and I entered the world of soccer about 49 years ago. Living in Spain at the 
time, I instantly fell in love with the game and everything that this sport has to offer. In 1974, my family 
moved to the United States where I attended and played soccer at a junior and senior high school in 
Miami, Florida. This continued into my early adult life where I played at the Miami Dade Community 
College.  
 
In my personal life, I have been employed by Miami Dade County for the last 28 years, the last 25 them 
for the Miami Dade Corrections Department. I am married to my wife Deisy and we have 5 adult kids 
between us. 
 
I started coaching my son at the Miramar Optimist Soccer Club around 1994 and have not stopped since. 
Continuing this experience, I have coached additional high school level games for 10+ years now. In all 
these years of soccer, I have served as a club coach, soccer commissioner, treasurer, league president, 
and assistant district commissioner before joining the Board of Directors for FYSA. I have also been a 
registered referee for over 20 years and a referee assignor for about 10 years. 
 
My time at FYSA was spent in several board positions, including serving as the President of the 
association for 8 years which was termed out in late August 2018. I strived to improve the relationship 
with our members and addressed the needs of our players directly. The years as Board President for 
FYSA and the last 1 ½ on the USYSA Board have prepared me for my future endeavors. 
 
Now I come to the most commonly asked question, why am I running for this seat? To put it simply, this 
was the position I wanted to run for 2 years ago, but I did not want to run against Todd Lockhart. I have 
always respected him as a person and the work he has done, and want to continue to work hard for our 
Region at the board level. I want to get back to working closely with the State associations, especially in 
this Region where I worked side by side with you when I was President of FYSA. For those things, I 
consider that I am the appropriate person for that position at this moment.  
 
I know it has been a very difficult year for all, and I want to work with all of you to get us back as close as 
possible or even to improve on where we were before this pandemic, and to continue to work together 
as this region has always done. As the elections approach this July, please feel free to contact me at 
marinotorrens@yahoo.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marino Torrens 
Candidate for South Region Representative 
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